RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  BINGHAM. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  Year  19A8» 

with  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


To/ 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

BINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year 
19 M3.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  nearly  a year  has  elapsed 
since  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  andotha^new  law  relating  to  sogial  welfare. 

So  far  as  curative  medicine  is  concerned  everyone  has  been  kept  well 
informed  of  what  is  happening.  The  changes  which  affect  the  Public 
Health  Service  are  less  well  known  and  it  is  not  generally  realised 
how  profound  and  extensive  are  these  changes,  with  the  promise  of 
still  further  changes  to  come.  Rural  Districts  lost  little,  having 
little  to  lose,  but  in  those  Counties  where  divisional  administration 
or  delegation  has  not  formed  part  of  the  scheme  a chance  has  been 
lost  to  give  District  Authorities  a new  interest  and  County  Councils 
the  valuable  help  of  local  knowledge.  However  the  operation  of  the 
various  County  schemes  is  being  watched  and  no  doubt  what  proves  best 
by  experience  will  be  commonly  adopted. 

Provision  for  old  people  and  others  who  need  a 
little  help  in  looking  after  themselves  is  receiving  an  increasing 
amount  of  attention  and  well  it  may  when  we  consider  how  the 
preservation  of  life,  with  a low  birth  rate,  is  increasing  the 
proportion  of  old  people  in  the  population.  The  County  Council 
have  not  allowed  the  present  restrictions  on  building  or  the  many 
other  difficulties  of  the  times  to  discourage  them  but  have  gone 
ahead  with  their  plans  and  have  even  staged  an  exhibition  to  show 
what  they  have  done  and  what  they  hope  to  do.  This  Council's 

acknowledgment  of  their  duty  towards  the  elderly  received  recognition 
by  the  inclusion  amongst  the  exhibits  of  photographs  of  their 
"bungalows"  or  single  storey  small  dwellings.  But  meantime  the 
extreme  difficulty  in  finding  accommodation  in  institutions  for  the 
small  percentage  of  old  people  for  whom  this  is  a proper  provision 
ranks  equal  with  that  in  getting  accommodation  for  the  sick,  especially 
the  chronic  sick.  The  dividing  line  between  real  sickness  and  mere 
feebleness  will  always  be  hard  to  draw  and  many  a medical  man  and  many 
an  administrator  must  of  late  have  sighed  for  the  bad  old  days  when 
one  Authority  was  responsible  for  both  classes  and  could  accommodate 
these  unfortunate  people  according  to  their  changing  needs. 

The  Minister  has  asked  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
to  report  specially  on  any  action  taken  under  sec.  1+7  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  which  enables  Local  Authorities  to  remove,  against 
their  will,  old. and  helpless  persons  to  institutions  if  they  are  unable 
to  look  after  themselves  properly  at  home.  The  necessary  negative . 
statement  appears  in  the  body  of  this  Report.  The  operation  of  this 
section  will  be  watched  throughout  the  country  with  considerable 
interest.  Although  Local  Authorities  are  responsible  for  its 
administration  two  people  especially  share  the  responsibility  of 
depriving  a citizen  of  his,  or  her,  liberty  - the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  upon  whose  certificate  the  Local  Authority  act,  and  the 
Justice  who  grants  the  order.  If  the  experience  of  less  than  a year 
is  worth  anything  it  would  seem  as  if  even  greater  care  than  was 
anticipated  would  have  to  be  exercised  in  weilding  the  new  power. 


2 


Medical  Officers  of  Health  are  finding  that  cases  are  now  reported  to 
them  which  in  former  days  would  not  - or  not  at  such  an  early  stage  - 
and  one  has  to  combat  any  possible  tendency  to  use  the  section  as  a 
means  of  "tidying  up.1’  The"  new  poser  is  welcome  , but  it  must  be  used 
with  great  discrimination.  One  unfortunate  case  might  result  in 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  becoming  as  shy  of  this  duty  as  General 
Practitioners  used  t o be  of  issuing  certificates  under  the  Lunacy  Acts. 

The  year  has  seen  some  progress  but  much  disappointment.  In 
the  appropriate  section  of  the  Report  will  be  found  a record  of  the 
number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year.  While  this  is  something 
for  everyone  to  see,  and  for  the  lucky  few  to  be  specially  grateful  for, 
in  its  relationship  to  the  waiting  lists  it  is  discouraging. 

Bound  up  with  the  housing  problem  is  that  of  water  supply,  the 
absence  of  which  in  acceptable  form  entirely  prevents  any  building 
operations  in  certain  parishes.  And  here  we  have  nothing  to  see. 
Certainly  progress  was  made  towards  the  operation  of  the  scheme  for  J 
extensions  of  the  mains  but  the  commencement  of  the  actual  works,  which 
is  what  the  people  want  to  see,  would  seem  to  be  deferred  by  the 
machinations  of  some  evil  genius. 

And  if  this  be  true  of  water  it  is  equally  true  of  sewerage. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  I cannot  report  any  progress  from  the  position 
of  a year  ago.  The  difficulties  and  obstructions  attending  the 
Council’s  efforts  cannot  be  set  out  in  this  Report.  They  are  made 
known  as  well  as  possible  to  the  local  people  but  these  continued 
explanations  are  apt  to  be  taken  as  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
to  excuse  their  alleged  shortcomings. 

The  cleansing  service  continues  to  justify  its  introduction 
and  is  remarkably  free  from  adverse  comment.  There  are  a few 
householders  whose  isolation  makej  it  impracticable  to  include  them  within 
the  ambit  of  the  service  and  one  must  regret  their  exclusion.  Their 
misfortune,  however,  is  as  nothing  to  that  of  the  dwellers  in  more 
populated  parts  who  may  have  to  suffer  other  sanitary  inconveniences  of 
which  the  isolated  householder  knows  nothing.  With  the  extension  of 
water  mains  and  sewers  no  doubt  these  inequalities  will  receive  further 
emphasis  but  they  are  inevitable. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey,  after  a period  of  staffing  difficulties, 
is  again  making  good  progress  and  its  early  completion  is  earnestly 
hoped  for  by  Councillors  and  Officials  alike.  Would  that  its 
revelations  could  be  dealt,  with  within  reasonable  time!  With  the 
continued  slow  progress  of  house-building  in  mind  one  cannot  sustain 
the  thought  of  demolitions.  But  although  an  Act  of  Parliament  will 
not  create  supplies  of  labour  and  materials  some  hope  is  encouraged  by 
the  terms  of  the  Housing  Bill  now  before  Parliament  and  its  bearing  on 
re -condi tioning. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  long  awaited  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Bill  was  published,  pretty  much  in  the  form  expected. 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year  the  sanitary  control  of  milk  production  will 
pass  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  A keen  interest  exists  in  public 
health  circles  with  regard  to  this  change.  Those  local  authorities 
who  have  maintained  a high  standard  in  the  past  feel  somewhat  resentful 
of  the  change  and  it  is  a blow  to  the  keen  official.  However,  there 
is  much  to  be  said  for  reducing  the  number  and  variety  of  official 
visitors  who  take  up  the  time  of  the  busy  farmer  and  probably  there  is 
a greater  affinity  between  the  farmer  and  the  veterinary  surgeon  than 
between  the  farmer  and  the  sanitary  inspector  or  medical  officer,  but 
some  apprehension  has  been  expressed  about  the  withdrawal  of  these 
officials,  whose  prime  interest  nnd  responsibility  lie  with  the 
consuming  public.  But  to  say  this  is  to  reflect  on  the  qualifications 
and  outlook  of  the  new  inspectorate  and  we  must  suspend  judgment  until 
we  have  before  us,  in  due  time,  the  evidence  which  the  bacteriologists 
will  supply.  May  we  look  forward  to  the:  time  when  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  will  be  able  to  tell  the  local,  authorities  that  they  are 
wasting  their  time  pasteurising  milk. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  hade  a 
reluctant  farewell  to  Mr.  Hurst,  their  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 
had  accepted  a government  appointment  in  Kenya.  He  had  been  with 
the  Council  since  1939  and  although  he  was  abwen't  on  active  service 
during  most  of  the  war  he  had  served  the  Council  so  efficiently  and 
cheerfully  that  his  resignation  came  as  a shock.  Especially  will 
he  he  remembered  for  the  whole-hearted  way  in  which  he  applied 
himself  to  the  initiation  of  the  cleansing  service  which  attained 
success  in  a remarkably  short  space  of  time. 

The  Council  also  lost,  about  the  same  time,  their 
Assistant  Inspector,  who  had  been  principally  engaged  in  the  work  of 
the  Rural  Housing  Survey,  the  interruption  of  which  was  a regrettable 
se  t-ba  ck . 

I acknowledge  the  ready  help  of  my  colleagues  at  all 
times  and  thank  them  for  their  various  contributions  to  the  statistics 
appearing  in  this  report.  I am  especially  indebted  to  Mr.  Allwood, 
Mr.  Hurst’s  successor,  for  producing  a report  for  1948  on  work  which 
was  all  done  before  he  came. 


I am , 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  B.  WATSON. 


28th  June  , 1 9t-9 . 


I 


- L - 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OPPICLRS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 


W.3.  Watson,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S. 

D.P.H. 

J.G.W.  Hurst,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.I 
(until  December) 

T.  Allwood,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.S.I. 
(from  December) 

P.  Eldon,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

(to  December) 


Surveyor 


C.W.  Kendrick,  Cert.  R.3.I. 
M . I . Mun . & Cy . E . 


STATISTICS  . 

Area  of  District 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of 
resident  population,  mid-194-8 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  value  (i.iO.t-8) 

Product  of  penny  rate  per  annum 


67*583  acres 

1 8 , 1 A 8 
5*265 
£105  * t-89 
£1+2.2 


Total  M.  P. 


Live  Births 

Birth  rate  (per  1,000  population) 


302  158  1 kk 

16.6  (Eng.  & Wales  17*9) 


Total  M.  P. 


Deaths  180  92  88 

Death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  9.9  (Eng.  & Wales  10«8) 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one 

year  of  age  (per  1 ,000  live  births)  1+0  (Eng.  & Wales  J>1+) 


There  was  one  maternal  death. 


The  above  table  presents  for  comparison  some  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District 

and  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  past  years. 
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POFULA TION. 

The  figure  of  18,148  is  the  highest  ever  recorded  and  reference 
to  the  recently  published  list  of  the  Registrar-General  showing  the 
populations  of  each  administrative  area  in  England  and  Wales  shows 
that  the  estimate  has  been  further  increased  to  18,450  at  the  end  of 
1948. 


BIRTH  RATE. 


We  seem  to  have  passed  the  peak  in  the  post-war  rise  in  the 
number  of  births.  The  local  fall  is  almost  of  the  same  order  as  the 
national  one.  It  is  a matter  of  much  interest  and  considerable 
concern  whether  or  not  the  rate  will  fall  as  low  as  it  had  reached 
before  the  war. 


DEATH  RATE. 


A new  record  (by  0.1)  has  been  reached.  It  coincides  with  a 
new  national  record. 

The  year  was  free  from  such  occurrences  as  epidemic  influenza 
and  severe  weather  both  of  which  are  apt  to  halt  the  general  downward 
trend  of  the  death  rate. 


WATER. 


Year  by  year  the  hope  is  expressed  that  next  year  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  will  see  for  themselves  what  is  being  done 
to  bring  water  to  every  parish  and  each  year  there  is  only  paper 
progress  to  record.  The  scheme  is  complete  but  awaits  the  approval 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  even  when  that  is  forthcoming  there  are 
profound  difficulties  to  contend  with  which  will  make  the  progress  of 
the  work  slow  and  put  back  the  date  when  a full  supply  of  water  can 
be  given  to  all  the  parishes  under  promise.  Wheresoever  one  chooses 
to  place  the  blame  one  must  in  fairness  assign  the  major  portion  to 
the  war  and  its  consequences,  the  full  effects  of  which  we  were  too 
eager  to  ignore. 

I referred  last  year  to  the  way  in  which  the  situation  had  been 
aggravated  by  the  shortage  of  well  water  and  the  increasing 
appreciation  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  been  using  wells  of  the 
advantages  of  a pure  water  and  one  which  is  reasonably  soft.  Wells 
are  gradually  being  allowed  to  go  out  of  use  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  many  people  are  now  dependent  on  the  regular  delivery  of  water  by 
the  Council's  water  lorries.  Details  of  this  service  are  given  in 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

The  usual  table  is  reproduced  below.  An  effort  has  been  made 
to  bring  it  up  to  date  but  it  is  impossible  to  be  accurate  when  the 
Local  Authority  are  not  themselves  the  water  undertakers. 
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Parish 

Population 

No.  of  Houses 
in  Parish. 

No.  of  Houses 
with  a piped 
supply  into 
house  or  by 
standpipe . 

No.  piped  supply 
available  to 
householder  but 
mains  within 

100  yds. 

Aslockton 

379 

1 AO 

51 

7A 

Bingham 

1 , 708 

508 

333 

260 

Bridgford,  East 

784 

251 

2Q9 

29 

U.  Broughton 

232 

79 

— 

Car  Colston 

1 36 

62 

36 

1 6 

Clips tone 

60 

' 21 

8 

Colston  Bassett 

306 

70 

1 1 

Co tgrave 

686 

216 

103 

62 

Cropwell  Bishop 

605 

188 

158 

65 

Cropwell  Butler 

A5A 

159 

8A 

71 

Elton 

86 

23 

Plawbo rough 

56 

18 

(There  are  some  under  - 

(pressure  from  tank. 

Plintham 

360 

9A 

Gams  ton 

115 

28 

13 

__ 

Granby 

253 

62 

Hawks  worth 

100 

Al 



_ 

Hickling 

AO  5 

137 

Holme  Pierrepont 

202 

75 

Al 

1 A 

Keyworth 

1 ,25A 

A31 

39A 

37 

Kinoul ton 

3A1 

123 

66 

12 

Knee  ton 

109 

28 

La  nga  r 

A68 

177 

— 

Normanton 

570 

188 

1 69 

18 

Ors ton 

3A1 

123 

81 

27 

Owthorpe 

99 

27 

A 

5 

Plumtree 

180 

88 

61 

27 

Radclif  f e 

4,223 

998 

9A5 

33 

Saxondale 

100 

25 

12 

Searrington 

1 60 

AA 

35 

1 

Sere ve ton 

95 

AO 

1 

Shelf ord 

396 

10A 

1 2 . (Newton)  5 

Shelton 

96 

29 

_ 

Sibthorpe 

88 

22 

— 

— 

Stanton 

253 

' 92 

72 

55 

Thoroton 

103 

36 

— 

Ti thby 

87 

22 

13 

— 

Tolle  rton 

829 

27  A 

263 

— 

What ton 

330 

88 

A7 

28 

Wi dmerpool 

1 AA 

A3 

2 

1 

Wive rton 

25 

7 

- 

- 

5,201 

3,22A 

8L0 

Local  sampling  of  the  Nottingham  supply  is  not  done.  The 
water  is  regularly  analysed  hy  the  Corporation  and  consistently  proves 
satisfactory.  The  analysis  of  well  waters,  when  there  is  no 
alternative  supply,  is  only  an  embarrassment.  No  samples  taken  hy  the 
Public  Health  staff  in  the  last  twelve  years  have  satisfied  the  analyst. 
What  is  one  to  do?  The  consequence  is  plain  enough  - an  aggravated 
consciousness  on  the  part  of  the  user  that  he  is  running  a risk. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE .. 


No  appreciable  progress  has  been  made  in  forwarding  the  schemes 
for  sewering  eleven  more  parishes.  Requests  for  alternative  schemes 
on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  have  had  to  be  met  and  these  are  time- 
consuming,  especially  if  other  Local  Authorities  are  involved.  As  in 
the  case  of  water  it  would  seem  that,  whatever  the  ostensible  reason 
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for  delay,  behind  it  all  is  the  dead  weight  of  the 

lost  years  of  the  war  which  will  be  felt  for  years  to  come. 

Meantime  the  need  increases,  for  people  are  anticipating  communal 
progress  and  installing  water  closets  in  their  houses,  regardless  of 
the  ultimate  means  of  disposal.  When  the  existing  schemes  were 
mooted  they  were  regarded  as  a first  instalment  but  already,  before 
any  works  have  commenced,  the  claims  of  some  other  parishes  are 
becoming  insistent  and  the  question  arises  whether,  in  spite  of 
present  discouragements,  further  schemes  ought  not  to  be  initiated 
now  in  the  hope  that  thereby  the  ultimate  date  of  attainment  may  be 
advanced. 

The  plight  of  the  township  of  Bingham  must  be  given  special 
emphasis.  Here  it  is  not  only  a matter  of  offensive  dykes  but  a 
real  danger  from  the  leakage  through  the  present  obsolete  sewers. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  eliminate  the  wells,  which  have  been 
tolerated  because  of  the  uncertain  future  of  some  of  the  property,  but 
progress  is  slow.  The  use  of  well  water  in  Bingham  only  requires 
the  advent  of  a typhoid  carrier  to  start  an  outbreak. 

HOUSING. 


The  following  figures  relating  to  the  year  1948  are  supplied  by 

the  Surveyor 

Permanent  houses  completed  by  private  enterprise  11 
" '*  " " Local  Authority  1 8 

Temporary  “ 11  ” private  enterprise  3 

" " 11  “ Local  Authority  3 A 

Conversions  by  private  enterprise  resulting  in 

additional  family  units  8 


Progress  continues  to  be  slow  and  building  is  entirely  ruled 
out  in  the  parishes  without  a piped  water  supply.  Moreover  most  of 
the  houses  authorised  for  building  in  1 91+8  were  for  agricultural 
workers.  Therefore  to  some  applicants  the  outlook  must  seem  well 
nigh  hopeless.  It  is  useless  to  speculate  when  replacement  of  worn 
out  property  will  be  possible. 

During  the  year  the  County  Medical  Officer  announced  his 
intention  to  keep  District  Medical  Officers  better  informed  of  the 
needs  of  the  tuberculous  with  regard  to  housing  accommodation.  If 
building  conditions  permit  this  should  be  of  benefit  to  these 
unfortunate  families  for  previously  co-operation  between  the 
Tuberculosis  Authority  and  the  Housing  Authority  was  incomplete 


RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  completed  at  3rd  March,  19L9, 
and  the  classification  of  the  houses.  This  represents  more  than 
half  of  the  houses  in  the  district  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
complete  the  work  as  ouickly  as  possible  so  that  more  time  will  be 
available  for  work  more  immediately  productive. 
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Total 

Parish  No.  of  houses. 

in  Parish 


Houses  Inspected 
and  Classified 

Categories 

1 2 3 ^ 5 


A SLOCK TON 

1 AO 

5 

11 

15 

16 

35 

BINGHAM 

508 

2A 

35 

153 

— 

180 

BRIDGFORD , EAST 

251 

1 A 

11 

38 

2A 

81 

BROUGHTON  SULNEY 

79 

2 

6 

12 

8 

20 

CAR  COLSTON 

62 

— 

7 

3 

7 

9 

COTGRAVE 

216 

11 

13 

39 

25 

66 

CROPWELL  BISHOP 

188 

7 

9 

95 

33 

CROPWELL  BUTLER 

159 

5 

31 

60 

— 

A2 

ELTON 

23 

7 

— 

6 

1 

FLAY/BOROUGH 

18 

— 

3 

2 



3 

GAMS  TON 

28 

1 

10 

5 

2 

2 

HOLME  PIERREPONT 

75 

2 

5 

17 

A 

1 

LAN GAR 

177 

1 

3 

6a 

12 

1 A 

0R3T0N 

123 

- 

1 A 

18 

29 

1 A 

OWTHORPE 

27 

— 

3 

8 

A 

SAXON DALE 

25 

— 

— 

A 

A 

1 

S CARRINGTON 

AA 

— 

2 

A 

A 

1 

SHELTON 

29 

_ 

— 

A 

2 

11 

TOLLERTON 

27  A 

2 

— 

A 

1 1 

1 

WHAT  TON 

88 

_ 

6 

17 

1 

3 

KINOULTON 

123 

1 

20 

32 

2 

6 

2,657 

82 

186 

589 

172 

527 

FOOD. 

The  hygiene  of  food  handling  is  still  prominently  before  the 
public  because  of  outbreaks  of  food-poisoning  and  because  responsible 
bodies  are  trying  to  improve  matters.  Education  is  the  fundamental 
need.  At  any  time  this  is  a slow  process  but  just  now  it  is  slower 
than  ever  with  employees  so  ready  to  take  offence 

The  Ministry  of  Health  have  recently  reminded  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  of  their  duties  with  regard  to  food  poisoning,  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  only  one  formal  notification  in  this  Rural  District. 

This  notification  applied  to  only  one  household  whereas  there  was, 
during  the  war,  an  outbreak  in  a canteen  which  was  promptly  notified 
informally  by  the  proprietors  and  which  was  localised  to  some  of  the 
workers  on  one  night  shift. 

Adequate  reference  to  milk  control  has  already  been  made  in  the 
introduction  to  this  Report. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence,  etc.,  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  during  the  year. 


Di  sease 

Notifications 

Isolated  in 
Hospi tal . 

Dea  th 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

35 

1 

- 

Me a sle  s 

A2 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

3 

- 

— 

101 


3 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (Continued) 

Omitted  from  the  table  are  four  notifications  of  pneumonia, 
a disease  which  often  goes  unnotified,  and  which  is  therefore  not 
suitable  for  inclusion  in  such  a table  as  this. 

It  is  regrettable  that  one  must  record,  also,  that  notification 
of  measles  and  whooping  cough  is  also  very  incomplete.  This  is  a 
country-wide  experience  which  the  increase  of  the  fee  seems  to. have 
done  little  or  nothing  to  alter*  The  Registrar-General  estimates 
that  about  a fifth  to  one  quarter  of  the  cases  of  whooping  cough  are 
notified  and  about  two-thirds  of  the  cases  of  measles. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  1948  was  a quiet  year 
epidemiologi cally . It  was  not  a "measles  year” and  few  demands  were 
made  for  hospital  beds,  even  for  scarlet  fever.  The  complete  absence 
of  diphtheria  for  the  second  year  in  succession  must  be  emphasised. 

Also  the  Bingham  Rural  District  was  fortunate  in  remaining  free  from 
"infantile  paralysis"  which  was  still  simmering  throughout  the  Country 
after  the  epidemic  year  of  1947* 

And  so  the  opportunity  was  lacking  to  put  to  the  test  the 
resources  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  three  patients 
recorded  in  the  table  as  having  been  isolated  in  hospital  we.Bg,  dealt 
with  before  the  Board  took  over.  But  a limited  experience  during 
the  current  year  suggests  that  getting  admission  now  is  an  easier  task 
for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  is  not  due  to  any  increase 
in  the  number  of  beds  available  - for  the  reverse  is  the  case  - but 
to  "rationalisation".  In  time  a bed  bureau  for  this  area  will  be 
established. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Although  the  County  Council  are  now  responsible  for  this  work  the 
District  Councils  are  undertaking  it  on  their  behalf.  The 

following  table  shows  the  work  done  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  1948,  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  private  practitioners  also  do  this  work  and  their 
figures  are  not  included.  It  seems  likely  that  a larger  proportion 
of  the  children  will  be  done  by  the  private  doctor  in  future  but  it 
is  too  early  to  be  sure. 


Number  of  Children  Immunised  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Primary  Immunisation 

Reinforcing 

No.  of  children  under 

Year 

Under  5 

Over  5 

Injections 

5 immunised  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  the  births 
of  the  previous  year  . 

1948 

211 

15 

112 

63 

1947 

217 

13 

66 

76 

National  statistics  continue  to  prove  the  efficiency  of 
diphtheria  immunisation.  The  chance  of  death  from  diphtheria 
amongst  the  immunised  and  the  unimmunised  is  as  1 to  26.  Since  the 
national  campaign  started  in  1941  the  annual  number  of  deaths  from 
diphtheria  has  fallen  from  2,480  in  1940  to  1 50  in  1948  and  the 
notifications  from  46,281  to  8,034 


u 


... 


s 

i 
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REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

and 

superintendent  of  cleansing 


The  following  is  the  Tabular  Statement  required  to  be  furnished 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  Article 
27(18)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers'  (Outside  London)  Regula tions , 1935. 


1948 


1 

2 

3 
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Inspections  Re- 

-Inspections 

Dwelling  Houses 

• • • 

2,355 

1,152 

Nuisances 

• • • 

104 

64 

Disinfections  & Disinfestations 

9 

Cowsheds 

• • • 

32 

26 

Slaughter-houses 

• • • 

6 

— 

Food  Premises 

• • • 

38 

5 

Factorie  s 

• • • 

15 

3 

Miscellaneous 

• • • 

218 

- 

Camping  Sites 

• • • 

16 

_ 

2,793 

1,250 

Total  number  of 

complaints  received  or 

regis tere  d 

151 

Total  number  of 

inspections  made 

...  4,053 

Total  number  of 

notices  served  during 

the  year:- 

( a) 

1 Informal 

877 

w 

) Statutory 

159 

Total  number  of 

notices  complied 

wi  th 

during  year:- 

(a) 

l Informal 

597 

1 Statutory  . . . 

105 

CAMPING  SITES 


1.  Number  of  camping  sites  licensed.  ...  ...  4 

2.  Number  of  caravans  licensed  for  camping  purposes  in 

the  area . . . 10 

3.  Number  of  licences  refused.  ...  ...  2 

FACTORIES  Number  Notices 

inspected  sent 

1.  Number  of  factories  using  power  ...  56  11 

2.  Number  of  factories  without  power. . 19  _J±  _3 

15  15  _5 


Unsatisfactory  conditions  found: 

Defective  sanitary  convenience s ... 3 One  of  these  defects 

has  been  remedied. 


HOUSING 


1. 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:- 


(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts. ) ...  ...  2,355 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  3,507 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

subhead  (l)  above;  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations ,1925.  . • 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation...  ...  ... 


314 

403 

62 


-1- 


HOUSING  ( CONTINUED) 


2. 


3. 


(h-)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  he  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation •.  305 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  repaired  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  .Authority  or  their  officers..  573 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : - 


( a )  Proceedings  under  Sections  9.10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  A c t , 1 3 3~Q~ 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices...  ...  ...  nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  -acts;- 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. . . ...  159 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  informal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  or  occupiers...  ...  ...  ...  80 

(b)  By  Local  authorities ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


( c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1 9 56  : - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  Pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


( d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1956  :- 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit nil 


CONVERSIONS 


The  Council  make  a grant  of  up  to  £10  or  Half  the  cost,  whichever 
is  the  least,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section 
47?  towards  the  cost  of  converting  earth  closets  to  water  closets.  During 
1948,  131  conversions  to  water  closets  were  carried  out. 

Numerous  conversions  of  privy  middens  to  pan  closets  were  also  made. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 


Number  on  register  on  31st  December,  1948... 
Number  of  Inspections...  ...  ... 

Number  of  defects  or  unsatisfactory  conditions 

observed. . . ...  ...  • • • 

Number  of  defects  or  unsatisfactory  conditions 

remedied. . . ...  ...  • • • 

Two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  analysis. 


Milk 

Milk 

Retailers 

Producers 

112 

328 

62 

12 

15 

Me a t Inspection 


Number  of  slaughter  houses  licensed  at  the  end 
Number  of  licences  revoked  during  the  year... 
Number  of  inspections  of  slaughter  houses... 
Number  of  defects  or  unsatisfactory  conditions 
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of  year. . . 


nil 

nil 

7 

nil 


observed 


4 


* 


INSPECTION  nND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  (continued) 

Carcases  Inspected  n.nd  Condemned.'  ’ Cattle 

-all  kinds  - 

Number  inspected. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

..ill  Diseases  except  tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned.  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned. . ...  nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned..  ...  nil 


Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  Tuberculosis...  nil 


Inspection  of  Food  ■ rid  Food  Premises 


Total  number  of  inspections  of  shops,  stalls,  vehicles  or  places 
where  food  is  sold  prepared. . . ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  defects  found. . . ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  defects  remedied...  ...  ...  ... 


38 

2 

2 


Foodstuffs  condemned 


Tinned  Foods 


lbs 

Carrots  2 

Baked  Beans  36 

Beetroot  1 

Damsons  2 

Grape  Fruit  1 

Jam  5 

Milk  2 

Me  0 1 Ro  1 1 2 

M.V. Ration  1 

52 


Tinned  Foods 


lbs 

Cherries  1 

Peas  69 

Plums  2 

Pilchards  1 

Fears  5 

Soup  k 

Steak  2 

Tomatoes  i+h 

Spinach  180 

JM 


Other  Foods 

lbs 

Semolina  lt-0 

Eggs  56 


195 


Total  weight ... 556lbs . 


Ice-cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of 

ice-cream. . . ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage 

and  sale  of  ice-cream...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  registrations  refused. . . ...  ...  nil 


WnTER 


It  was  necessary  to  contract,  to  supply  water  to  the  houses  in  the 
Parishes  of  Granby,  Long" r- cum- Barns to ne , Kinoulton,  Hickling  Pastures, 
Cotgrave  and  Flawborough.  The  water  for  FI awbo rough  was  carted  free 
of  cost  by  Councillor  E.H.Fell,  from  a standpipe  at  Orston.  Water  to 
the  other  Parishes  is  carted  twice  weekly  by  a Contractor. 

Water  was  also  supplied  to  isolated  houses  in  several  other 
Parishes  and  standpipes  were  provided  at  Colston  Bassett,  Widmerpool, 
Lnngar  and  Orston. 

SCAVENGING 


During  the  yc  r an  additional  10  cubic  jard  Refuse  Collecting 
Vehicle  was  purchased  and  this  enabled  a fortnightly  collection  of 
household  refuse  to  be  given  in  the  District,  with  the  exception  of 
isolated  houses. 
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SCAVENGING-  (Continued) 

Pan  and  Cesspool  Emptying 
Work  done  daring  the  year  1948  :- 


3 Vehicle 

s 

Weight 

Totals 

Tons 

Number 

of 

pans  emptied 

116,058 

2,202 

tt 

ft 

loads  of  nightsoil 

702 

Number 

of 

cesspools  emptied  ... 

119 

tt 

it 

loads  from  cesspools  ... 

152 

475 

Numbe  r 

of 

cisterns  emptied 

3 

tt 

tt 

loads 

7 

22 

Number 

of 

ponds  emptied 

1 

tt 

fl 

loads 

3 

10 

Mileage. . . ...  ...  18 ,690 

Miles  per  load.  ...  ...  27 


Number  of  pans  per  week...  ...  2,308 

Refuse  Collection 


3 Vehic'i  os 


Dustbins  emptied...  ... 

110,749 

2,600 

Number  of  loads  of  refuse...  ... 

1,051 

Number  of  privy  middens  emptied. . . 

10 

20 

Disposal : 

Cropwell  Bishop  Tip  (No:of  loads) 

994 

Keyworth  pond) 

22 

Tythby  Pond  ) filled  in. 

35 

Mileage ...  ...  ... 

19,460 

Miles  per  load.  ...  ... 
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SnLVAGE 

The  amount  of  salvage  collected  this  year  has  increased 
considerably  and  the  Bingham  Rural  District  Council  won  the  Fourth  Prize 
of  £100,  in  the  National  Waste  Paper  Contest;  this  money  was  spent  on  the 
purchase  of  a new  waste  jnaper  baling  press  and  a salvage  trailer. 

Salvage  Collected  during  the  year 


Collected  by  the  Council:-  tons  cwts.  qrs.  £ 


Bottles  and  jars 

21 

9 

180 

Scrap  iron 

15 

- 

- 

36 

Paper 

71 

16 

1 

448 

Rags  and  bagging 

2 

13 

- 

29 

Bones 

- 

3 

3 

1 

Non-ferrous  Metals 

- 

8 

2 

13 

Miscellaneous 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Collected  by  Individuals 

or  Voluntary  Bodies:- 

Ill 

11 

2 

708 

Paper 

11 

1 

— 

Bones 

3 

14 

- 

Total 

126 

6 

2 
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RATS  6c  MICE  DESTRUCTION  -*CT 


The  Council  employ  a full-time  rodent  operative, 
at  private  dwellings  is  carried  out  free. 


Premises  inspected...  ...  1,501 

Re-visits  ...  ...  2,190 

Info  stations 

Premises  where  the  Council  have 

contracts ...  ...  47 

Private  houses...  ...  130 

Business  premises...  ...  45 

Council  properties  21 

243 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed...  2,275 

Number  of  bodies  found  . . . 904 
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Treatment 


